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CCFNT Comments: Northern Territory Revenue Review 2018. 

To whom it may concern, 

While I understand the drivers for your current review into the Northern Territory’s revenue base and 
potential options for future “own” source revenue growth, I do not believe that any tinkering will result 
in significant benefit to the Territory and there is greater risk for a further erosion of business 
confidence. 

Our ability to raise own source revenue will be severely limited until we see a significant rise in 
population. Any attempt to raise additional revenue from an already tiny population and business base 
will be counter-productive.  

The Northern Territory is 17.5% of the total Australian land mass and we have a population of 
approximately 245,000.  

Tasmania by comparison (nearest State to the NT re population / excluding ACT due to its small 
footprint) has over 500,000 people occupying less than 1% of Australia’s land mass. 

Population density comparison per km2: 

1. ACT  179.96 

2. VIC     27.81 

3. NSW        9.82 

4. Tasmania    7.62 

5. QLD     2.85 

6. SA     1.75 

7. WA     1.02 

8. NT     0.18 

The Northern Territory government are trying to deliver services across a vast land mass, that is often 
remote, isolated, and an extremely harsh environment that is sparsely populated. This combination of 
factors makes it nearly impossible to deliver the level of support to Territorians that Australian’s living 
in other regions would expect without additional Commonwealth funds being committed.  

The revenue review was triggered in part by the expected fall in the Territory’s GST revenue over the 
forward estimates.  

We do not have any ability now or in the foreseeable future to raise sufficient revenue to contribute to 
funding the Territory’s service delivery and infrastructure requirements.  



The Northern Territory has been heading to where we are today for decades. Our general 
infrastructure and conditions across the Territory at the time of self-government, were poor to non-
existent and we have been playing catch up ever since.  

The funding that we annually receive from the Commonwealth, combined with our own sourced 
income, is simply not enough to deliver long-term economic growth opportunities to Territorians. 
Record infrastructure budgets by successive NT governments, are welcomed by industry, but in 
reality we are not moving forward, as we can never catch up to where we need to be.  

Our road networks are tens of thousands of kilometres in length and are in need of constant repair 
and maintenance as well as significant investment in capital upgrades. Our roads are critical to 
providing Territorians with economic development opportunities now and into the future, but this is 
only a portion of the infrastructure requirement. When you add the general building and construction 
shortfalls across the Territory to the current needs, the investment required is well beyond current 
funding.  

For the Northern Territory to grow and for Territorians to be given a reasonable chance for economic 
advancement, we need to see significant funding increases into enabling infrastructure. Critical 
infrastructure will provide many of our community’s and industries with opportunities for growth, but 
without it, we will struggle to survive and the dream of independence and prosperity for our regions 
will disappear.  

To increase taxation to our miniscule population and business base in an attempt to fill the void left 
through decreases in Commonwealth funding, will reduce the Northern Territory’s attractiveness as a 
place to live, play, visit, conduct business and invest. We need to add to our attractiveness as a 
destination, not put up barriers. 

More pressure needs to be applied to the Federal Government to commit to developing Northern 
Australia with funds, not words.  

CCFNT does not support any increases to taxation, now or in the medium term, given the small base 
from which it would be collected. The Northern Territory with its huge land mass and tiny population, 
does not have the ability to adequately fund its operational needs and any attempt to increase 
revenue via taxation will have significant negative impacts to the already fragile Territory economy.  

We need to attract and significantly grow our population and investment base with wide ranging 
incentives, not reduce our potential for growth with taxation increases.  

We need vision and innovation, not increases to bureaucracy and taxation. 

 

Regards, Tom 
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